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from a aevere illness, and 80 tbe whole course of Cherie'a life
was cbanlled.,

Tbe si£k woman bad a child, a pretty eolden.hair,d bo,. and
upon bim Cherie lavi hed all tbe love of ber toned beart.' Fer
honn she beld him in her rms, only tirrin~ to mini ter to the
sick woman. •

Midnicht came, and a stranler rode throulb the rain to tbe
Burton bouse to inquire the way to Canyon City. Tbe man waa
Bruce McLeod, now erim and bitter, livine ouly to exact veneeaDe4I
upon the man alld woman wbo bad ruined hi' life. The door
opened, and he tepped out of the rain, iuto the boose, to IIIeet
a ilill! youne woman wbo seemed to bim to typify the very
e nce of bome aud bappine . Her presence uddenly broocht
the sUDsbine into Bruce'. beart, wbile Cherie, accustomed to
rebuff all men, felt an in tinctive llkinl for this atalwart strauler.
She prepared food for bim, and they talked, feellnl aa tbonch
they had known each other for year while in the room beyond
the sick woman recolniaed the voice of the stranler, and kDew
him to be the bu band die had wronlcd. She screamed, and
wben Cherie came to bel' she beelled her to send the man away.
frantically dedarinl that he wa an enemy in search of her.
Fearine a relapse, Cberie a ed tbe stranler to ummon the doetor.
He left the ho e, carryinl with him memories o( a YODl8n far
dilrerent from poor w k Martha.

With the comine of rlawn the troubled ul of Martha had foud
re , while Cberle' heart w tilled WltlI ba... lIeD tbe
doctor told her that he ("ould keep the boy. So Cherie took the
baby to bel' bome, and there be met the atra IU one. _ ....
and the hearts of both were iliad. Bruce noticed bow the ehilcI
I' mbled bi own hild, but never dreamed that it CQold be bia;
bal the I' collection nd Cherie' ready ympatby led him Ie tell
ber of bi mined life, tbe wife who selli drove him 0111
into the de ert to find old, tbe baby who.. lie milht IMlftr _

aftain.
Brn e went away in ear b of CullDlD, wbile Intuition, tbat

friend of woman, read bi beart- d the world looked YfIIry
brip;bt to Cherie.

be w b ppy! And et in a f D1Ilee
ber back lO' the wall, filhtins to keep the baby away In.....
clutcbes of Mra. Prouty and ber bisotecl followers. Pro
declared that Cherie wa not 6t to raise the child. aad
with malice the lirl's di y. B b. tri ..

ort·1i ed. Cherie, white-lipped, esdaimed: it', _t
mine?" d ber qu tion ended the arpaeDl.

Tbat e nine Bruce McLeod found a dan haU airl alnllali
in the embrace of a m n. acb a he d pi m- _ lab
innate chivalry made him 10 to ber re cae. Tbe man taUt
olr, and Bruce did not know be w the one of wbom he _ 10

rrh, bot the irl wa the woman be bad lrown to love!
ucceeded orpri , nd be bitterl denoonc d ber, teWnl her

th t th do or bad told bim that e b d hi child, but had not
told bim the wbole truth, for be bad thoollbt he waa eDe of th
fine t women b had ever known, the kind that men love nd
re pect. •

H rtbroken, Ch rie I' torn d to b I' b me, and there e made
ber deci io 0 ei e op the child to it fath r, and the 10
a a fore er. be took tbe baby to the dance ball, held it ten-
derly in h r arm for a moment, and 'd. "Ki Cherie bye bye,

nny. and run to yoar daddy." Tb child toddled otr atnipt to
a table where Brute McLeod t with Cullum, and cried out
"Daddy Cullum, take baby."

Tben Bru e McLeod knew that hi lone ch w over, k_
that Cullum ood before him. Tb ficht tbat followed wa lonl
and bitter, but finally Cullum lay helpl on the floor a~d Bruce
Mcleod held hi b by in bi arm. Every one rowded arowad
Bruf every one e rept Cberie, the di ,raced, and Cull_ the
vanquished, real"binl' onnoticed, for bi revolver, ..mmonilll all
bi atrenlth to kill hi conqueror. Be leveled the ,iatol at Bnaee
McLeod. In another moment be _aid have fired, when ClMrie
pranl between Bruce and tbe cbild and the death that tbreateDed

theml
A bot ranI out, and Cullum coUap d on the floor.

looker bad fired ju t iu time. •
Once more the people of the e tern

Cherie Daboi tryinc in their awk ard
their hanbn .

Brace knew _ better way. He placed his child in Cbede', .....
and aa abe earetaed the baby JovinaJy he uclalmed, "Yoa bra
little woman! Why did yoa rialt your life for ua?"

Cherie looked at Brace, and he read the a_or ia her ey•.
Strawe were draWl! to tee whe _old be the 6 to breM.

the __ to Mn. Prouty, wbo had tried ninly to daaaroy a ......
dfnl eharaeter and teal that which i delIr to all of _~_1Iao
don.

JRY of a mysteriou ftirl; a brave and honorable 1DlIn,
to whom Fate had dealt a bitter blow: another man, abo
brave but for (rom bonorable; and two little children, wbose

tiny baud «nided the woman to happine .
In the earl days of the We t towns were called to life overnilbL

The lold fever brou~ht men and women from all parts of the
world, the roulh and the refined minglinl as one in their search
for fortunes.

Tbe main centers of amusement were the dance halla, the
Western Star, in Hell's Garden, beinl the mo t popular. And
the nee of the We tern tar was due to Cberie Dubois, a tan.
talizinl combination of cbarm and myatery.

Her per80nal~ty caused envy amonl the Ie popular girls, wbo
were ever anxIOus to learn ~omething to bel' detriment. Sbe
was sile", in regard'to bel' elf, making 8 confidant of no one.
Score of friend she made by bel' cheerful di po irion, and if
be bad 01'1'0 no O'ne knew them. Her lip were ealed unle

e could peak well of tho be knew.
Lem Wil80'I, the proprietor, was well aware of tbe prize he

bad in Cberie Dllboh.
Her my terioll i1ence roncerninl berself, and bel' kindly atti.

tude toward the needy, made bel' the drawinl card of the W tern
tar.
Tale of eo y money in Hell's Garden made II the 50al of

every lambler who bad the nerve and courage to f,ce the We t
nd the life it bad to offer. "Ace Wal b," formerly known

Fred Cullum, alilbted one day from the tage, on bis road to
e y money. Walsh, a m n with a tiler's tr nlth, nd quick
alike with lun and card. enter d the We tern tar brinllinl
with bim A pal"k ge the t Ie co ch driver ed him to deliver
to "a lirl named Cherie Duboi ." W Ish met Cherie Daboi'
he wa ure tbat be bad n her before, but be tri d in vain
to timulate bi memor. In bi xcitement tbe packale dropped
to the floor, I' v linft its conten bab,. cloth ! Tbe curio ity
of tbe I"row<! wa arou d, and embarra inl qu tion were

cd.
Taking bel' packap; Cb rie hurried to a little cabin DOt f

di tant. wbere be w cree d b a little b b,. lirl and h I'

mother. •
Tbe matern I in tinct wa hi&hly d eloped in Cberie's

for be loved to make cbildren h pp. npreme bappi
bel' wb n be w bow deli ted the Will' , baby w
new clothe. Tbi r.Jy of an bine nd joy c me to n brupt
end by tbe ntranl"e of I' • Prouty. 0 n b ybod,., who
per uaded Mr. Willi not to accept the dothe del"larinl that
they were "e rn d in in and wi kedne " even thoulb the child

in re n d lIf them.
Bitter nd b n·· rk, Cherie returned to b I' berne, while I'

ftennl acro tb burninl de n came anoth I' artor in the drama,
Brnce cLeod, parcbed in bod nd crazed by the mad fanci
of the un· orched de n.

ear death. but buo ed up by tbe thoullht of bi wife Martha
and th ir bab boy, laden with the lold be had won, Bruce
fougbt back b' 1I"0win w It nd trunled on, not knowin
that brtba and th ho were no lonler t bi borne, but were
now the tenant of the Burton plo..~, a f mil out of Hell'
Garden, wbere arlba w kn wn " . ullom" and the
baby bo pia. efl nappily, anow re that "Do dy Cullum" wa not
his real father.

Fred ulIum, or" ("e Wal "a he w now known, fa ciu ted
by h rie, the my terioa • bad tired of art and d ed b r.
While Brnce cLe d tag ed bo ew I'd tbroaeh the burnine
de rt to artha and hi boy, aI b tried to make a new rllnqu t,
and r~eived-a lop in the f ce, and Cherie' rnful declara·
tion, "That Jlllt i tbe de d line for aU the boys." Tbe rebuff
maddened Wal b. accu tomed to ve hi w in all thinl. He
determined to bide hi time, ti fied th t e entoaJly he would
have hi re" nle. • I" nt thoucht did he live to Bruce McLeod.
now eared for by 10vinl h nd filhtinl bi way b8("k to h ltb
and tren,th. and I' I"eivinl the bitter t blow man can tak
the new that he ba 10 t bia wife and cbild.

So ummel' waned, and faU waa uabered in with a cold and
teady rain. ickn foUowed in i w e, and one of the victi

wa tbe little cbild Cherie loved. The mother bad li ened to
Mrs. Prom wben her baby a well, bal an time of need- he
thoosht of the kind·hearted dan~ lirl, and came ,to ber for
aid. emorie of the little child abe bad tried to befriend
flashed bllfore Cberie' e,. the laDle child now iclt, perbaps
dyinl. "Old·timer." till tell of Cherie'a ride throuch the terrilie
atorm whil"h wept the coantry, bow abe foond the doetor t
the Burton place and Dt bim to the baby', bedside, where he
wen a hard fi bt with death. But Cherie remained at th Barton
hou to c re for a woman wbo _ed to be alowly recoYerinl
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